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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hook (US4860367). 

With respect to claim 1 Hook discloses an apparatus (10 in figure 1) for 
reproducing sound comprising a body; a driver (22 in figure 4) for reproducing a desired 
sound; and an acoustic passageway having first and second passageway portions, the 
first passageway portion (24 in figure 3) being defined by a portion of the body and the 
second passageway portion being defined by an exterior boundary (column 5 lines 7-19 
column 6 lines 60-68). 

With respect to claim 2 Hook further discloses wherein the first acoustic 
passageway portion (24 in figure3) comprises a horn located within the body of the 
apparatus (column 5 lines 16-19). 

With respect to claim 3 Hook further discloses wherein the body has exterior 
surfaces thereof and the boundary defining the second acoustic passageway portion 
comprises at least one of the exterior surfaces of the body or a boundary of the 
environment within which the apparatus is placed (column 5 lines 7-19). 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,150 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2837 

With respect to claim 4 Hook further discloses wherein the environment is a wall, 
floor or ceiling (Column 5 lines 25-27). 

With respect to claim 10 Hook discloses a method for reproducing sound with a 
speaker, the method comprising providing a body having an acoustical passageway that 
defines a first portion of a horn (24 in figure 3); and using boundaries external to the 
body to define a second potion of the horn to effectively increase the size of the horn 
(column 5 lines 7-19, column 6 lines 60-68). 

With respect to claim 1 1 Hook further discloses wherein the body has exterior 
surfaces thereof and the step of using boundaries external to the body comprises: 
using at least one of the exterior surfaces of the body or a boundary of the environment 
within which the apparatus is placed to define the second portion of the horn (column 5 
lines 7-19 and column 6 lines 60-68). 

With respect to claim 12 Hook further discloses wherein using a boundary of the 
environment within which the apparatus is placed comprises a wall, floor or ceiling to 
define at least a portion of the second portion of the horn (column 5 lines 25-27). 

With respect to claim 13 Hook discloses a kit for reproducing sound comprising a 
body having a driver (22 in figure 4) for reproducing a desired sound and an acoustic 
passageway having a first and second passageway portions, the first passageway 
portion (24 in figure 3) being defined by a portion of the body and the second 
passageway portion being defined by an exterior boundary; and instructions for 
positioning the body in a manner that uses the exterior boundary to define the second 
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passageway portion of the acoustic passageway (column 5 lines 7-19, column 6 lines 
60-68). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hook in 
view of Albrecht (Us2589319). 

With respect to claim 5 Hook discloses the apparatus of claim 1 . 

Hook does not disclose wherein the body defines at least one handle for lifting or 
carrying the apparatus. 

Albrecht discloses wherein the body defines at least one handle(46 in figure2) for 
lifting or carrying the apparatus. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Albrecht to have a handle on a speaker enclosure to 
render the enclosure portable. 

Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hook 
in view of Albrecht as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Westerbeke 
Jr.(US61 16374) . 
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With respect to claim 6 Hook in view of Albrecht discloses the apparatus 
according to claim 5 wherein the body is generally rectangular in shape and has a 
plurality of external surfaces, and the handle having a first opening on one side of the 
body and a second opening, the openings being connected to form a passage through 
the body of the apparatus. 

Hook in view of Albrecht does not disclose wherein the second opening is on a 
second side of the body. 

Westerbeke discloses handle openings (22 in figure 1) on different sides of the 

body. 

With respect to claim 7 Westerbeke further discloses wherein the first and 
second openings are located adjacent a corner of the body and form the corner of the 
body. 

Albrecht discloses a post like handle to be gripped when lifting or carrying the 
apparatus. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Westerbeke to have handles on the corners of the 
apparatus with the post like handle of Hook in view of Albrecht. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to have the handle be in an 
inconspicuous location. 

Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hook 
in view of George (US6425456). 
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With respect to claim 8 Hook discloses an apparatus for reproducing sound 
comprising: a first speaker (10 in figure 1) having a body defining a horn and a horn 
opening and a second speaker having a body and a horn and a horn opening, the first 
and second speakers being positioned opposite one another and having both horn 
openings generally opposite one another to form an array of speakers (figure 7). 

Hook does not disclose wherein the horn openings are in a corner thereof, or that 
the speakers are adjacent to one another to form a side-by-side array. 

George discloses an apparatus for reproducing sound comprising a first speaker 
having a body and a horn and a horn opening (44 in figure 3) located in a corner 
thereof. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of George to have the horn opening be in the corner 
and on the side of the apparatus, thus allowing for a side-by-side array of speakers. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to allow the speaker to be a stand- 
alone unit as opposed to reliant upon a wall for stability. 

With respect to claim 9 the addition of another array of speakers would constitute 
a mere duplication of parts, it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working part of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. 
BemisCo., 193USPQ8. 

With respect to claim 14 Hook discloses an apparatus for reproducing sound (10 
in figurel) comprising: a body having a driver (22 in figure 4) for reproducing sound, the 
body being generally rectangular in shape and having a plurality of external surfaces. 
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Albrecht discloses a handle (46 in figure 2) having a first opening located on one 
side of the body and a second opening, the openings being connected to form a 
passage through the body of the apparatus. 

Westerbeke discloses handle openings (22 in figure 1) on different sides of the 

body. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the teachings of Westerbeke to have the handles on the corner of the 
apparatus with the teachings of Albrecht to have the handle have openings located to 
allow a passage through the body of the apparatus of Hook. 

The motivation for doing so would have been to have the handle be in an 
inconspicuous place. 

With respect to claim 1 5 Westerbeke further discloses wherein the first and 
second openings are located adjacent a corner of the body and form the corner of the 
body. 

Albrecht discloses a post like handle to be gripped when lifting or carrying the 
apparatus. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Powell (US6910548); and McCuller (US5821471). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Forrest M. Phillips whose telephone number is 
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5712729020. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 5712721988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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